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People who influenced my professional life. 

I grew up on a farm in the mountains of Virginia.  I was fortunate that my grandfather, who had 
probably the biggest influence in my life, was a very interesting man and taught me a lot about 
life. He made sure that no matter what we wanted to do in life, we boys must have a skill to fall 
back on.  He was a fine woodworker with two small shops that he used to make cabinets and 
create lite construction and it was my job to learn this trade.  He also was a musician, played for 
the Gibson orchestra, and taught me the love of music.  He also taught me persistence. 

When I was in High School, I loved shop class – makes sense – I loved mechanical drawing. We 
had that back then. I just excelled at it. I loved industrial arts and being in the band. My role as 
drum major helped in my leadership development and working with the band taught me the 
importance of teamwork.  I was very active in scouting while growing up and the organization 
taught me many life lessons. Scouting later employed me during my undergraduate and graduate 
degree programs, and with these experiences, I learned leadership and how to deal with all kinds 
of people. These multiple experiences made me a better educator later in life. I also made 
lifelong friends that have helped me during the years thanks to the scouting program. 

While in college, I was influenced by many professional people in fields related to design, 
engineering, education, and most of all technology. During this time, I was active in the Society 
of Manufacturing Engineers, Epsilon Pi Tau, and the Technology Education Collegiate 
Association. John Vaglia, Chuck Story, Wayne Andrews, and Rollin Williams all had a major 
influence in my future career in academia.  I made many lifelong friends that I have as 
professional colleagues today.  During this time, I worked as a teaching assistant and for a brief 
period, in industry. 

My first teaching job in higher education was in Maryland at Chesapeake College as an 
instructor of both mechanical and architectural drafting.  Joe Frampton was my mentor during 
this time and taught me the value of Career and Technical Education. I worked or served as a 
consultant during this time as well, and worked my way into administrative roles at the college.  
However, I knew I needed to complete a doctorate so I moved to Raleigh in 1993 to finish my 
degree.  (did you want to add that you had started a doctoral program here?) 

I was hired as an instructor at NC State University to teach introductory engineering graphics 
courses and serve as liaison to technology education within the College of Education.  I was 
greatly influenced by Garland Hillard who hired me, John Crow as a mentor, and colleagues like 
Ted Branoff, and John Freeman. People that I appreciate for helping develop my career in 
technology education were Jim Haynie, Bill DeLuca, and Richard Peterson.  I received many 
resources from administrators over the years and the two that helped me grow professionally the 
most were John Penick and Patricia Simmons.  I have been fortunate to continue thematic 
research in graphics education and professional development over the past 25 years.  Grants and 



research projects to support my thematic research that have given me the ability to contribute to 
the profession the most were: VisTE:  Visualization in Technology Education, Tech-know 
project, STEM Community college certificate, Game Art and Design grants, and Transforming 
Teaching through Implementing Inquiry project. 

Given all that I have said, I would like to see the division move forward and better establish our 
field as a discipline of study, just like mathematics, engineering, and science.  We need to 
support others coming into the field, especially those from the community college sector and K-
12 education.  Our discipline is important to many fields now, and recognized from standards to 
accreditations from all levels of education.  Let’s produce the researchers and educators needed 
to move our discipline forward and recruit others from disciplines that need, and have a great 
appreciation for what we do.  Again, thank you for this wonderful recognition from the 
profession that I’m so proud of to be a member. 

 

 

 

 


